Friends of Buchan
Country Park
Easter Egg Hunt
April 16th 2017
We had a truly incredible turnout for our annual
day of Easter fun, which took place outside
the Countryside Centre and in The Phil Haskell
Wildlife Garden at Buchan Country Park.
The sun shone brightly all day, and families
came along in record numbers to take part in
our ‘easy’ and ‘challenging’ Easter Egg hunts.
We also had a variety of free games for kids to
play as well as a tombola and craft sets for sale.
We were joined by event regulars Katealisious
Cakes, whose sweet treats sold out before the
day was done!
To be in with a chance of winning a chocolate
Easter bunny, visitors were asked to guess the
number of eggs in a basket. We can reveal that
the correct answer was 143 and congratulations
are in order to the winner – Nicola!
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for visitors to enjoy.
As with all of our events, the day would not have
been made possible without the hard work and
effort put in by our fantastic team of volunteers.
A huge thank you to those who gave up their
time to help plan and run the event.

Thank you to all those who came along on
the day and took part, all funds raised go to
the Friends of Buchan Country Park who work
closely with the countryside rangers to fund
projects around the park and put on events
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Where Has The Money
Gone?
How the funds we raise are spent
Friends of Buchan Country Park have over the
past few years put on a variety of events and
one of the aims has been to raise money to help
pay for improvements and enhancements within
the Park. Most of the events we have put on
have been well supported and as a result a fair
amount of cash has been raised, thanks to all
those who attended. But what has that money
been spent on?
Firstly who decides how the money raised will
be allocated and for what? There are various
ways to help the Park, from the purchase of
equipment to improvement of infrastructure and
habitat, and how or where the money is used
is decided by consultation between the WSCC
Rangers and the FoBCP committee.
In practice this means that either Friends or Tom
Burns (Head Ranger) will come up with an idea
or suggestion for use of the available funds and
a decision is then reached after joint discussion
on the merits or otherwise of the proposal.
The first allocation of funds was put towards
the purchase of the remote wildlife cameras and
you can see visible results of recorded wildlife
activity on the screen in the Countryside centre.
Subsequent donations from Friends were
made for more decorative features such as the
Woodpecker carving located in the Wild Garden,
sadly vandalized shortly after being erected, and

then for the new Phil Haskell memorial gate with
its beautifully carved plaque at the entrance to
the Wild Garden.
The latest allocation has been put towards the
restoration and expansion of the long neglected
apple orchard situated near to Laundry Cottages
as you enter the Park. This will provide a new
type of habitat which will hopefully encourage a
further diversity of wildlife.
Here is a list of projects FoBCP have donated
money to so far;
FRAME FOR GREBE PAINTING

£15

REMOTE WILDLIFE CAMERAS		

£300

WOODPECKER CARVING		

£600

PHIL HASKELL GATE			

£392

ORCHARD RENOVATION PROJECT

£927

That totals £2,234 spent to date so a big thank
you to everyone who has helped put the events
on and of course to everyone who has attended
them.
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Poetry by Mick Shelley
The Cuckoo

Rook or Crow?

In strangers nests, they do not care
for other birds its most unfair.

Here is a thing I’d love to know
is it a rook or is it a crow?

At raising chicks they’re not much use
they lay their eggs and then vamoose.

To a layman like me they both look the same
but spotting the difference is the name
of the game.

Yes, nursing young is not their thing,
they’d rather sit around and sing
their well loved song for me and you,
cuckoo, cuckoo, cuckoo, cuckoo…

The Jenny Wren
The jenny wren so small and cute
he really is a little beaut.
He stays within his shrub retreat
which means we do not often meet.

If on it’s own a crow it will probably be
as rooks usually flock in the top of a tree.
A rooks bill is lighter and looks sort of grey
but a crows is much darker almost
black I would say.
Short feathers round the tops of his
legs has the rook
But the crows thighs are bald so
it says in the book.
So refer to this poem when you spot
a rook or a crow
And which species it is you’ll most
certainly know.

Oh why oh why are you so coy
please come out and give us some joy.
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Events Round-up
A look back at our events from
the second half of 2016
Art In The Park
Everyone had a fantastic day at our annual Art
In The Park event, which took place on August
21st.
Our band of FoBCP volunteers were joined by
members of the fantastic Crawley Art Society to
put on lots of free activities for families to join
in.
The park was full of smiling faces as we had
watercolour painting, chalk pavement drawing,
pebble painting, leaf art, and lots more, with kids
and adults alike getting stuck in!

All About Apples
Many came out to join us for a celebration of
Britain’s favourite fruit at our All About Apples
day, which was held on Sunday October 16th.
Despite the forecast of rain, we had lots of
family friendly activities taking place throughout
the day.
Along with lots of information about apples,
we had fresh apple juice squeezing in the
countryside centre, as well as variety of games,
quizzes and activities for all to get involved with.
We had several entries for the ‘how many apples
are in the bucket’ quiz, with the correct answer
being 58, well done to Jane for guessing the
closest and winning a box of chocolates!

Christmas Carols
To end bring our jam packed year to a close, we
held our annual Christmas carols event outside
The Countryside Centre on December 18th.
Mince pies and hot refreshments ensured
everyone stayed warm and the addition of a
Christmas tombola kept everyone in the festive
spirit!
Keep an eye on our website at fobcp.org.uk to
get the latest updates on all of our upcoming
events in 2017!
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Out of Africa
Robin Edwards
Senior Countryside Ranger
Buchan Country Park and the surrounding area
has seen a vast influx of immigrants in recent
weeks. Not one is carrying a passport and
none will have passed through customs! I am
talking about migrant birds and wildlife does not
recognise international borders.

Tea Bags
Our woods and hedgerows are now home
to African birds. They have travelled many
thousands of miles north to take advantage
of the summer crop of insects. Migration is
amazing; warblers like the chiffchaff, weigh little
more than 3 tea bags. Yet, these tiny birds cross
the Sahara desert, Mediterranean Sea, Iberian
Peninsula, France and the English Channel to
make their summer home in Sussex.

Ponds
The early naturalists were baffled by the
seasonal appearance of some bird species.
One theory was that swallows hibernated at the
bottom of ponds. On more than one occasion
farm labourers were paid to dredge a pond in the

hope that birds could be found. This may sound
fanciful, even daft, but does the true explanation
seem any less fanciful?

Are we there yet?
How do they do it? Research has shown
that migrant birds are able to recognise star
constellations, react to the position of the sun
and can detect the earth’s magnetic field. This
knowledge must be innate as young cuckoos
make the journey to Africa unaccompanied by
adults. One famous experiment saw a Manx
Shearwater (a type of seabird) removed from
its burrow off the Welsh coast. The bird was
taken to America and released. It returned to its
burrow one day before a letter arrived from the
States saying the bird had been released!

Going, Going, Gone...?
Migrant birds spend much of their lives
travelling and they face many dangers on
their long journeys. They also face man made
hazards. Farming changes early in the last
century saw some species die out in England
and others, like the cuckoo, decline. Today as
the developing world changes wild birds face
even more challenges. But spring without a
cuckoo would not be spring! Like many issues
the conservation of such mobile species will
need a global approach.
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The Forest Man
The incredible story of Jadav
Payeng, who single handedly
turned a barren sandbar in
northern India into a lush new
forest ecosystem.
Deforestation and desertification are critical
problems in India that have led to barren land,
increased soil erosion, decreased agricultural
production, and devastated local wildlife.
However one Indian man has made a stand – by
single-handedly planting and cultivating a 1,360
acre forest that is home to a complex, thriving
ecosystem.
At the age of 17 Jadav Payeng started planting
trees on a lifeless sand bar on the banks of the
Brahmaputra River in India. He is now 47 and
to this day he continues planting and caring

for an area of over 550 hectares of what was
previously nothing but a barren wasteland but
has now been transformed into a lush forest.
Incredibly that is an area about eight times the
size of Buchan Park. Working almost every day
since he started all those years ago Jadav has
done it all single-handedly!
It is both beautiful and inspiring and an example
of the difference one dedicated person can
make. It has been said that the single most
powerful thing one can do to combat climate
change and promote peace is to plant a tree,
well Jadev Payeng has planted thousands and
the forest is now home to an amazingly diverse
array of wildlife including monkeys, rhino,
elephants, tigers and a variety of birds.
You can see a YouTube video showing the work
of this incredible man by visiting the following
address youtube.com/watch?v=HkZDSqyE1do

The forest, called the Molai woods, is a safe haven for numerous birds, monkeys, deer, rhinos, tigers
and elephants — species increasingly at risk from habitat loss.
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FoBCP 2017 Events Schedule
All funds raised at our events
goes towards the upkeep of the
park and putting on future events
for visitors to enjoy!
Fun Dog Show
June 25th
One of our most popular annual events, we have
several show classes to enter, each costing £2.
There is no need to pre-book, just come along
on the day to take part.

A Bit About Us
Who Are FoBCP?

Art in the Park
August 20th

The Friends of Buchan Country Park is an
independent self-funding body who aim to
support the work of the Countryside Rangers
by promoting the park, its use as a public green
space and its wildlife conservation value.

Held in conjunction with Crawley Art Society, a
fun day for all the family.

This is done primarily through running a range of
annual events which all raise funds for the park.

Try your hand at various art and craft activities
in the Countryside Centre and outside (weather
permitting).

Join Us and Volunteer

All About Apples
October 1st
A fun day for families celebrating Britain’s
favourite fruit. Apple related games and
activities including making apple juice using our
apple presses.
There will also be locally produced apples and
apple juice for sale.

Christmas Carols
December 17th

Membership is free and the committee is always
looking for new members to join. You could
volunteer a few hours help at events or take part
in practical tasks around the park.
You can either fill in an membership form online
or just ask at the Countryside Centre.

Find Us Online
You can find out lots more information about
FoBCP, view photos from events, and keep up
with the latest news at our website -

www.fobcp.org.uk

Christmas carols by the Countryside Centre.
Feel welcome to sing along with the choir!
Local produce Christmas gifts will also be
available to purchase from the Countryside
Centre including jams, chutneys and juice.

facebook.com/friendsbuchancountrypark
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